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do better, therefore, to suppose  that  at  a  remote  period
similar modes of thought, based on similar needs, led men
independently in many distant lands, from the North Sea
to the Euphrates, to celebrate the summer solstice with rites
which, while they differed in some things, yet agreed closely
in   others ;   that  in  historical   times  a  wave  of  Oriental
influence,   starting   perhaps   from   Babylonia,   carried   the
Tammuz or Adonis  form of the  festival westward till it
met with native forms of a similar festival; and that under
pressure of the Roman civilization these different yet kindred
festivals fused with each other and crystallized into a variety
of shapes, which subsisted more or less separately side by
side, till the Church,  unable to suppress them altogether,
stripped them so far as it could of their grosser features, and
dexterously   changing   the   names   allowed   them  to   pass
muster as Christian.    And what has just been said of the
midsummer festivals probably applies, with the  necessary
modifications, to the spring festivals also.      They, too, seem
to have originated independently in Europe and the East,
and after ages of separation  to  have amalgamated under
the sway of the Roman Empire and the Christian Church.
In  Syria,  as we  have  seen,  there  appears  to have been
a vernal celebration of Adonis ; and we shall presently meet
with an undoubted instance of an Oriental festival of spring
in the rites of Attis.     Meantime we must return for a little
to  the midsummer festival  which  goes  by  the  name of
St. John.
Mid-                The Sardinian practice of making merry round a great
fira'and bonfire on St. John's Eve is an instance of a custom which
mid- has been practised at the midsummer festival from time
^ptefin immemorial in many parts of Europe. That custom has
relation to been more fully dealt with by me elsewhere.1 The instances
vege on, Wj1jcj1 j jiaye cfted in other parts of this work seem to
indicate a connexion of the midsummer bonfire with vegeta-
tion. For example, both in Sweden and Bohemia an essential
part of the festival is the raising of a May-pole or Midsummer-
tree, which in Bohemia is burned in the bonfire.2 Again, in
a Russian midsummer ceremony a straw figure of Kupalo,
1 Balder tlu Beautiful, L 160 sqq.
* Tkt Magic Art and the Evolution of Kings ^ ii. 65 sq.